
BMW Release Notes 03/25 

Summary 

Feature Upgrade: 

• Feature Upgrade: Climate Control
• Feature Upgrade: Remote Engine Start
• Feature Upgrade: Alarm Function
• Feature Upgrade: Amazon Alexa Car Integration
• Feature Upgrade: BMW Navigation
• Feature Upgrade: Plug & Charge
• Feature Upgrade: Charging Preparation
• Feature Upgrade: Comfort Access
• Feature Upgrade: My Modes
• Feature Upgrade: Digital Key Plus
• Feature Upgrade: Personal eSIM

Quality improvement & Service Task: 

• Quality Improvement: Control Display
• Quality Improvement: Speech Recognition and Voice Assistant
• Service Task: Programming Fuel Tank Control Unit

Notes on Remote Software Upgrade 
This Remote Software Upgrade updates existing functions to the latest 
technical standards. New features depend on your installed equipment, which 
you can review in your BMW Owner's Manual, at your service center, or 
through BMW ConnectedDrive Customer Relations. 

The update automatically refreshes installed BMW ConnectedDrive apps and 
the Integrated Owner's Manual. Be aware that control messages may appear 
due to system restarts, such as powertrain malfunctions. If these messages 
persist on subsequent trips, contact your service center. 

For BMW Plug-in Hybrids and electric vehicles, charging processes might be 
interrupted and not automatically resumed if you update while charging. 
Note that unapproved conversions, retrofits, engine tuning, or special coding 
may be lost or cause issues due to the upgrade. BMW of North America, LLC 
and service centers are not liable for any resulting damage. After installation, 
privacy settings may revert to factory defaults, so check and adjust them as 
needed. Remember, driver assistance systems do not replace your 
responsibility while driving. 
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Feature Upgrade: Climate Control 

This update enhances air conditioning 
performance, allowing your BMW's 
interior to heat up even faster in cold 
temperatures. 

Feature Upgrade: Remote Engine Start 

This update improves the Remote 
Engine Start function with a more stable 
connection, ensuring your BMW starts 
more reliably from a distance when 
activated via the My BMW App or vehicle 
key. 

Feature Upgrade: Alarm Function 

With this update, you can deactivate 
the alarm function using your BMW 
Digital Key Plus, helping to prevent 
unintended alarms caused by 
movement or vibration. This is 
especially useful when parking in a 
duplex garage or on a swaying ferry. 

Feature Upgrade: Amazon Alexa Car Integration 

This update enhances speech 
recognition and overall performance of 
the BMW Intelligent Personal Assistant. 
When multiple devices are connected, it 
now automatically uses the phone book 
selected in the telephone app, 
eliminating the need for manual 
selection. This makes calling contacts 
via voice commands even easier. 
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Feature Upgrade: BMW Navigation 

The updated BMW map view search 
bar makes selecting a destination 
effortless. With one click, set your 
workplace or home as your 
destination, start navigation instantly 
using the new flag button, or remove 
suggested destinations with the "X" button. Additionally, the map panel now 
opens automatically for 10 seconds upon startup, giving you immediate 
access to navigation for a seamless journey. 

Feature Upgrade: Plug & Charge 

Charging your BMW is now easier than ever. 
This update enables automatic authentication 
when you connect the charging cable—no app or 

card needed. Charging costs are seamlessly 
billed through your Plug & Charge-enabled rate, 
and invoices can be viewed in the My BMW App. 
Availability depends on the charging station provider and will be accessible as 
soon as they support the feature. 

Feature Upgrade: Charging Preparation 

With this update, the “Prepare battery” 

icon now appears in both cold and 
warm temperatures, keeping you 
informed when your BMW’s battery 

reaches the ideal charging temperature. 
The icon is visible once you start 
driving to a fast-charging station and remains active while battery heat 
management optimizes DC charging. 

Feature Upgrade: Comfort Access 

This upgrade allows you to adjust the 
Comfort Access feature for your home 
address. In the Comfort Access menu, 
you can set your home address as an 
exception to disable automatic 
unlocking when passing by your BMW. 
This ensures your vehicle remains locked when approaching until manually 
accessed.  
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Feature Upgrade: My Modes 

With this update, your BMW can 
automatically start and drive in My Mode 
EFFICIENT, eliminating the need to switch 
manually.  

Feature Upgrade: Digital Key Plus 

With this update, you can open and close 
the tailgate via the My BMW App when 
near your vehicle. This option is available 
under “Remote Controls” and requires 

automatic tailgate option and the BMW 
Digital Key Plus.  

Feature Upgrade: Personal eSIM

With this update, you can quickly set up a 
Wi-Fi hotspot in your BMW that uses the 
powerful external antennas of your 
vehicle. Optimized reception allows you to 
surf faster and make phone calls in top 
quality while on the move.  

Quality Improvement: Control Display 

The overall performance, especially in the 
entertainment and control display area, 
will improve after this upgrade. 
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Quality Improvement: Speech Recognition and Voice 
Assistant 

Your BMW now automatically accesses 
contacts from the selected phonebook in the 
telephone app- no manual selections 
needed. Voice command recognition for 
"Drive me home" and "Drive me to work" 
have been improved, along with better 
detection when searching for radio stations 
using your voice assistant.  

Service Task: Programming Fuel Tank Control Unit 

This upgrade enhances the reliability of warning displays related to the tank 
control unit (integrated fuel module). As part of a recall, this improvement is 
delivered via software update — no need for a workshop visit. 




